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Peeping Cam

| Visit exotic locales, take lessons and even get yourself treated-all
from your desktop. Kavita Kukday explores the world of connected webcams

world is a small place in-
decd, and webeams are making
it even smaller. These days it's

no longer ‘think webcams, think
video chats’. Traditional uses such
as keeping in touch with friends and
family abroad via webcams are
there of course. And there are far
more imaginative uses of video
chatting. For instance, Sonia Kapur,
who lives in Mumbai, could break
her fast the right wav this karwa
chauth. even though her husband
was in California. How? She saw
him on her webeam, |w1|--| meid the
rites and broke her fast!
But using vour 1 am just for
video chats 1s passe. It's time now
vou turn them into a window to the
world. Log on to sites like On-
lineCamera.com (wWww.onlinecam-
my  and Earth  Cam
'Ilhl.lm oom) and you will
cessible through
online.
vou ask? Plen-
vou suddenly
] \Ilnm Pwn h
il

webcams ¢

What can they
tv! For instanc
I

.nm W |ll
»-lwr the

O money. (lnlmn
nl\.' vou there in a |
: ds’

uise through the eity
f\‘l L want, live! One caveat though:
w transformed into
ke world here—these are
only webeam feeds, remember?
You can o 100,
For a quick visit to the
700,
the N

mal Zoo site

Seattle-based Kavin Callahan offers guitar lassons over awabcamera

cameras  online (w one  won-
ders?). For instance, head over to
webcam,  Here
vou can see the pavment desk at a
pharmacy in the Czech Republic.
But all is not fun- ||ul JAImes,
There are ‘utility’ webcam feeds too,
such as traffi s. This is a bril-
liant idea to ¢ inmetro-
politan cities ed for radio up-
dates on the traffic situation. In-
stead, people abroad can
Just log in to tr

try vour luck at SITES LIKE links on sites like Ez nth

Cam and beat thet

) site, fi
the biggest site of on.  ONUNECAMERA.COM  (qoryt vou wish we he ul

line

7008
Wi
features streaming we-
beams (which means

edu/animals

008 (national- AND EARTHCAM.COM  oneat Tulsi Pipe road?)

Entrepreneurs  are

beams). This site GIVEACCESSTO  paving a field day too.
WEBCAMS CONNECTED  For instance, there is

this gvm at Indianapolis

vou cut out the eternal -~ ONUNE=FROMALL i the US that offers free
wait for new images to OVER THE WORLD .I\ well as paid w 'I'k'_'lll

load) that  observe
cheetahs,  flaming
pandas and other animals.

If vou'drather see elephants, hye-
nas. ostriches and even exotic
| such as kKlipspringers ro: -
ing free, yvou can do that courtes:
National Geographic. It has live
cameras placed at “Pete’s Pond’ in
Botswana, South Africa. You can
view the video feeds at
tionalgeographic.com gm/wild-
camafrica. This is available online,
round the clock!

Then there are people who have
put their shops, homes or personal

http://epaperdaily.timesofindia.com/Default/Scripting/ArticleWin.E%3Ekukday%29&skin=TOI&AppName=1&PagelLabel=14%20&ViewMode=GIF&GZ=T

ions online
(www.thetrainingsta-
omy ANCams. hitml ).
thereare people who have
d on streaming video to
ching. Like Kevin Calla-
han in Seattle, USA. who teaches
cuitar to students from all over the
world at ckevincallahan.org
teaching html. © i's really awe-
some is the multi-way conferencing
ou can have up to four peo-
ple in a single video chat confer-
ence, depending on vour bandwidth.
a mml- lassroom. There are
all sorts of exciting possibilities.

For instance, Clarioe Assad. a pi-
anist composer, and I have ten
music together inreal time Ap-
using iSight cameras.
And we are over 3,000 miles apart.”
says Callahan.

sack in India, there is this tele-
medicine wave. For instanece, soon
after the tsunami. the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) had
brought the three hospitals in the
Andaman and Nicobar islands into
its network with other super- ~|-~
ciality hospitals. Now there :
plans to connect many more ho
tals. This. ISRO says, will help di:
nose, advice, treat and follow- lu-
with a remote patients.

“Currently we have 539 telemedi-
cine centres un-‘l in |h»~ ||<| Illlv"'
vears we he
tients in India, \Iuln.m Ma
and Pll\m an I-ll II»
Shett

medicine.
Finally. these webcam sites also
mobile blogs, loads of search
options and rather simple methods
to add vour own camera to the
site. They also have a resource sec-
tion that gives vou free software
like java plug-ins for viewing web-
cams. software that turns vour
am into surveillance camera
and so on. So go ahead, 1o
turn vour webeam into a win
the world!
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